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CHAPTER THREE 


3:1 

[A] The conduct of these fast days which have been described applies in 
the ease of the first rainfall. 

[B] But: In the case of crops which exhibit a change [from their normal 
character ]— 

[C] they sound the shofar on their account forthwith. 

[D] And so: [if] the rain ceased between one rainstorm and the next for a 
period of forty days, 

[E] they sound the shofar on that account forthwith, 

[F] for it represents the blow of famine. 


[1:1 A] What is the definition of “forthwith” applying to their 
[proclamation of fasts]? 


[B] Rab said, “Monday, Thursday [T. Ta. 2:8E-F] [Once the crops are 
seen to turn, they sound the shofar on Monday and on Thursday]” 


[C] If the crops turned on Monday, what is the law as to sounding the 
shofar on the following Thursday [cf. M. 2:13A]? 


[D] R. Zeirah derived the answer to that question from the following 
verse: “Then he said to me, ‘Fear not. Daniel, for from the first day 
that you set your mind to understand and humbled yourself before 
your God, your words have been heard, [and I have come because 
of your words]’ (Dan. 10:12). 


[E] That is to say, “Your words already have been heard.” 


[F] And in this case, once the court has been prepared to suffer, it is as 
if the deed has been carried out [and, consequently, they sound the 
shofar on Thursday]. 


